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Some people have kidded
themselves Into thinking that
because good weather prevail-
ed the past few seasons of
Christmas sh(‘)lpplg that good
‘weather would cOntinue, It
has been ditferent this year for
the weather and the roads have

seasons.  Mud holes that are|
only a. few feet across but,
which stop several " miles of)]
traffic have taken their toll of
this year's business. The
promisge to fix them up does
not “hold good because gravel
cannot be hauled. when the
roads are bogged down in mud.

Another sad side to the ques-
tlon is that the designated high
ways will be taken over by the
State of Texas January 1. The
counties will be relieved of the |
upkeep of these roads, and the
State will maintain these high-—{
‘ways only In the condition ln‘
which they are January 1. So |
it & highway is in a poor condi- |
tion January 1, 1924, the chan-|
ces are that it will remain in.
that condition for some timeto|
to cqme.  Thuse communities
which have gone ahead and!
built highways will get, thelr|
roads maintained in,their pres-|
ent status,, which means much'
connidering the usefulness of|
an all-weather road,

The mud tax has been heap-|
&d on the past fey weeks. Ru-‘
ral routes could not he traver- ‘
sed their eutire lengths; trade
wils checked, Christmas  visit-
Ing through the country will be!
conslderably handicapped, and
‘Bvery person and business firm |
will fes! the call of the heavy
muf® tax this Christmas, l

The mud tax for 1923 has|
been paid, we hope, but nothing |
of value has been . received
from it.
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